
7:30am-9:30am DISASTERS AND RESCUES SESSIONS

l ADULT CARDIAC

l CONGENITAL

l PERIOPERATIVE CARE

l STRUCTURAL HEART

l THORACIC

9:45am-11:45am MASTERCLASS VIDEO SESSIONS

l ADULT CARDIAC

l CONGENITAL

l PERIOPERATIVE CARE

l STRUCTURAL HEART

l THORACIC

11:45am 104TH ANNUAL MEETING ADJOURNS

Saturday, April 27 Sunday, April 28 Monday, April 29 Tuesday, April 30

104th 

Program Subject to Change

l ADULT CARDIAC
l CONGENITAL
l PERIOPERATIVE CARE
l MULTI-SPECIALTY
l STRUCTURAL HEART
l THORACIC

* non-CME

On behalf of my excellent Program Committee, I am thrilled to invite you to join us for the AATS 104th Annual Meeting in 
Toronto, April 27-30. Toronto has been a wonderful host for our meetings in years past. We are coming off an incredible 
103rd Annual Meeting led by our first woman president, Dr. Yolonda Colson, and I am looking forward to building upon 
that energy when we head to Toronto in the Spring 2024. 

We had a record-setting number of abstracts and case video submissions this year, which will undoubtedly lead to a 
dynamic, cutting-edge program with the best cardiothoracic surgery educational offerings in our specialty. We added a 
new submission category focused on structural heart which will add to the already extraordinary variety of educational 
features we have in place for the program. 

It is an honor to be selected to serve as the AATS President. I do not take this leadership role lightly, and therefore 
envision a meeting where we can all learn valuable lessons of leadership no matter what stage we are in our career paths. 
Leadership is a skill and value we build upon and develop throughout our professional journeys. Throughout the planning 
stages of this meeting, we’ve made significant efforts to highlight programmatic elements focused on discussions and 
collaborations to advance our leadership skills, including a theorem for leadership you can build on. We also trust you 
will find this meeting will contribute to your academic endeavors and surgical skills. 

As cardiothoracic surgeons, we must recognize that our work is truly impossible without the additional members of our 
surgical team. As we all know, the multidisciplinary approach to patient care is integral to quality outcomes. We need 
every voice in the room, whether that be from nurses, anesthesiologists, perfusionists, medical oncologists, and other 
valuable team members necessary for successful patient care. To build upon this valued multidisciplinary approach, we 
are holding our Annual Meeting in conjunction with the Society of Cardiovascular Anesthesiologists (SCA). Our cardio-
vascular anesthesiologists are critical to our daily cardiothoracic surgery efforts. Members of our perioperative care 
program committee are planning joint sessions with SCA that will be woven throughout the program. I am sure you will 
find these valuable sessions of interest.

Another exciting addition to this year’s Annual Meeting is the Complex Valve Scenarios Symposium, which is being held 
Friday, April 26 before the official start of the Annual Meeting. This Symposium is being co-chaired with me by Drs. Y. 
Joseph Woo and Marc Gillinov. This half-day case-based Symposium provides an opportunity to learn from the masters 
in heart valve disease. Leading surgeons and interventionalists from around the world will share their approaches to the 
most complicated problems they’ve faced in the treatment of heart valve disease. The program is now available. 

In addition to our engaging scientific program, I have invited several speakers from across the spectrum to discuss their 
leadership journeys, organizational behaviors, and strategic thinking during plenaries on Saturday and Sunday:

We will have an Institutional Leadership Panel featuring:  
. Tomislav Mihaljevic, CEO and President, Cleveland Clinic
. Colleen Koch, Dean, University of Florida College of Medicine 
. Robert S.D. Higgins, President, Brigham and Women’s Hospital
. Geoffrey S. Martha, CEO, Medtronic 
. Robert B. Ford, CEO, Abbott

Susan Galbraith, Executive Vice President, Oncology Research & Development, AstraZeneca will speak to us about “A 
Path to Leadership in Scientific Innovation and Building Autonomous High Functioning Teams.”

And our esteemed David. J. Sugarbaker Memorial Lecture will be given by Patrick Soon-Shiong, MD, transplant surgeon 
and Founder & CEO of NantWorks, and Chairman of the Chan Soon-Shiong Family Foundation. He is a pioneer in treat-
ing cancer, including lung cancer, with nanotechnology delivered chemotherapeutic agents. He is also the owner of the 
Los Angeles Times and part owner of the Los Angeles Lakers.

As you all are well aware, the AATS Annual Meeting is the premier meeting for cardiothoracic academic surgeons.  
Between the hallway discussions with old friends, to hearing the innovative top science in our specialty, I am confident 
you will leave Toronto with new ideas and collaborations to lead and improve patient care at your institution. 

I look forward to seeing you in Toronto for the 104th Annual Meeting!
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6:30am-7:30am UPDATES FROM THE AMERICAN BOARD 
OF THORACIC SURGERY(ABTS)

7:30am-9:15am     PLENARY SESSION

9:15am-9:45am BREAK IN THE EXHIBIT HALL 
Rapid Fire Oral Sessions 
Poster Viewing

9:45am-12:00am     PRESIDENTIAL PLENARY SESSION*

12:00pm-1:15pm LUNCH
Ethics Debate: Who Gets the Last Bed in the ICU: 
Non-medical Factors in Delaying an Operation
Industry Lunch Symposia*

1:30pm-3:45pm SIMULTANEOUS SESSIONS

l ADULT CARDIAC Cardiac Conundrums
Fads with VADs
Tangling with the Tricuspid Valve

l CONGENITAL Transplant and MCS in Congenital Heart Patients

l PERIOPERATIVE CARE State of the Art of Peri-Operative Stroke
Prevention and Management

l STRUCTURAL HEART Coronary Revascularization

l THORACIC Education Start to Finish
Pleura and Mediastinum – Current Controversies

3:45pm-4:15pm BREAK IN THE EXHIBIT HALL 
Rapid Fire Oral Sessions 
Poster Viewing

3:45pm-5:30pm INNOVATION SESSIONS

l ADULT CARDIAC Aortic Innovations*

l CONGENITAL Congenital Innovation: Heart Valve 
Substitutes – Moon Shot Ideas*

l PERIOPERATIVE CARE MythBusters*

l MULTI-SPECIALTY AATS/WTS Diversity, Equity, and Inclusion

l THORACIC Bleeding Edge Technologies* 

7:30am-9:00am SIMULTANEOUS SESSIONS

l ADULT CARDIAC Cardiogenic Shock and Temporary MCS
Dissecting Dissections
Trials and Trends

l CONGENITAL Regionalization and Risk Stratification: What Can We 
Learn From Small Programs and Risk Stratification

l PERIOPERATIVE CARE CSU-ALS

l MULTI-SPECIALTY Surgical Ethics Course Part I: Medical Aid in Dying
Cardiothoracic Surgery in Low and Middle-income Countries

l STRUCTURAL HEART LAA and Atrial Fibrillation

l THORACIC Locally Advanced Lung Cancer

9:00am-9:30am BREAK IN THE EXHIBIT HALL 
Rapid Fire Oral Sessions 
Poster Viewing

9:30am-12:00pm     LEADERSHIP PLENARY SESSION*

9:30am-12:00pm RAPID FIRE ORAL SESSIONS

12:00pm-1:15pm  LUNCH IN THE EXHIBIT HALL

C. Walton Lillehei Resident Forum: Clinical

Legends Luncheon with  
Tirone E. David and D. Craig Miller*

1:15pm-3:45pm SIMULTANEOUS SESSIONS

l ADULT CARDIAC Complex and High Risk CABG
Robotics and Advanced Techniques in Mitral  
and Tricuspid Surgery
The Downstream Aorta

l CONGENITAL Congenital Aortic Valve – Challenges and 
Innovative Solutions

l PERIOPERATIVE CARE What Happened to TEAMSTEPPS?

l MULTI-SPECIALTY Surgical Ethics Course Part II

l STRUCTURAL HEART Tricuspid Valve Therapies

l THORACIC Esophageal Disease: Every Detail Matters
Lung Transplant

3:45pm-4:15pm BREAK IN THE EXHIBIT HALL 
Rapid Fire Oral Sessions 
Poster Viewing

4:00pm-5:30pm INNOVATION SESSIONS

l ADULT CARDIAC Advanced Heart Failure Innovations*

l CONGENITAL Management of AAOCA: Imaging, Surgery, 
and Surveillance*

l PERIOPERATIVE CARE Year in Review – What is the Other Side Reading

l THORACIC Cutting Edge Technologies*

l STRUCTURAL HEART Industry Roundtable: Pipelines and Forecasting*

7:30am-9:30am SIMULTANEOUS SESSIONS

l ADULT CARDIAC Mitral Repair Techniques
Moving Towards Perfection in the Aortic Root

l CONGENITAL Strategies for Management of the Borderline Heart

l PERIOPERATIVE CARE Enhanced ERAS for Cardiac Surgery: Next Steps
in Perioperative Management

l STRUCTURAL HEART AATS/EACTS TAVR Transcatheter Aortic
Valve Replacement (TAVR)

l THORACIC Early Stage Disease 
Modern Treatment of Esophageal Cancer

9:45am-12:00pm     LEADERSHIP PLENARY SESSION*

12:00pm-1:00pm INDUSTRY LUNCH SYMPOSIA

C. Walton Lillehei Resident Forum: Basic Science

Industry Lunch Symposia *

1:15pm-3:45pm SIMULTANEOUS SESSIONS

l ADULT CARDIAC Multi-Arterial Grafting and Outcomes
Novel Concepts in Cardiac Transplantation
Advanced Surgical Approaches to the Aortic Valve

l CONGENITAL AATS/CHSS Summit: Hypoplastic Left Heart Syndrome

l PERIOPERATIVE CARE Challenging Topics in ECMO Support

l STRUCTURAL HEART Mitral Valve Therapies

l THORACIC Lung Cancer: Improving Outcomes
Pleura and Mediastinum – Recent Advances

4:15pm-5:30pm INNOVATION SESSIONS

l ADULT CARDIAC Coronary Innovations*

l CONGENITAL Addressing the Patient with Complex Transposition*

l PERIOPERATIVE CARE Interventional Critical Care*

l MULTI-SPECIALTY Wellness Session

l STRUCTURAL HEART Novel Transcatheter Technology*

l THORACIC Advanced Technologies*

5:30pm-7:30pm WELCOME RECEPTION IN THE EXHIBIT HALL
Resident Case Report Competition* 
Resident Poster Competition*

LARS G. SVENSSON 
AATS President

View Full Program

    7:00pm-9:00pm  PRESIDENT’S RECEPTION 
Art Gallery of Ontario

This is a ticketed event.

EXHIBIT HALL HOURS

Saturday, April 27  5:30PM-7:30PM Welcome Reception

Sunday, April 28 8:00AM-4:15PM

Monday, April 29 8:00AM-4:15PM




